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Today's W
ebinar

✴
Introduce the 9th set of Core Four      
(high-frequency words) 

✴
Explore m

odelling core words to support 
self-advocacy and asking questions

Today’s w
ebinar in the  

5 STEPS
Targets
Teaching

Core w
ord vocabulary 

instruction

Tools
AAC w

ith robust core w
ord or 

pragm
atically organized 
vocabulary

Testing
Team

4

Core W
ords

✴A sm
all set of words used frequently in 

m
any different contexts 

✴Easily com
bined and re-com

bined with 
m

any other words 

✴A term
 used to describe a way to 

organize AAC vocabulary: core vs. fringe

Set 9: Core Four
Find these in your system

✴ W
hen

✴ Finished
✴ Can
✴ Here
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Targets: core w
ords

✴
Strengthen concept knowledge of specific core 
words by associating these words with 
m

eaningful activities across the day 

✴
Learn how to autom

atically access those core 
words for expressive purposes 

✴
Increase the frequency of how often we, and 
our student, uses, com

bines, and re-com
bines 

these words in different contexts across the day

Set 9: Core Four

✴ W
hen

✴ Finished 
✴ Can 
✴ Here

The power of the  
9th Core Four:  

 
vocabulary to 

seek inform
ation 

and self-advocate 

1st w
ord: W

HEN
✴ Q

uestion/adverb: at what tim
e 

“W
e will go when…

” 

✴Conjunction:  
“I love it W

HEN we cam
p.” 

“I was just falling asleep W
HEN the spider…

”  

✴Direct others:  
“Tell m

e W
HEN that’s enough m

ilk.”  
“Tell m

e W
HEN this is where you want it.” 

✴ Snarkiness:  
“W

e will eat the chocolate when your sister gets here.” 
“W

HEN?!?”



W
ithout Q

UESTIO
NS and AAC,  

m
ost of our students have had no 

w
ay to ask questions about w

hat 
is happening - w

hen - or to talk 
about yesterday or tom

orrow
.

W
HEN is pow

er w
hen 

com
bined w

ith fringe w
ords

✴
W

HEN hom
e?

✴
W

HEN Daddy? 
✴

W
HEN G

O
 hom

e?
✴

W
HEN sleep?

✴
W

HEN leave?
✴

W
HEN read?

✴
W

HEN EAT?
✴

W
HEN lunch?

✴
W

HEN recess?
✴

W
HEN SEE 

Nana?

M
odel “I w

onder” statem
ents

✴
I wonder W

HEN we 
will G

O
 to recess. 

✴
I wonder W

HEN 
Daddy will be hom

e 

✴
I wonder W

HEN 
dinner will be ready. 

✴
I wonder W

HEN your 
sister will arrive. 

✴
I wonder W

HEN the 
bus will G

ET HERE 

✴
I wonder W

HEN m
ath 

will be FINISHED

Com
bine W

HEN w
ith visual 

schedules and calendars

✴
Let’s SEE W

HEN M
rs Johnson is com

ing. 

✴
Let’s SEE W

HEN m
usic will start. 

✴
Let’s SEE W

HEN we G
O

 hom
e!

2nd w
ord: FINISHED

✴ Adjective:  
 Som

ething is com
pleted or ended 

✴ Announce FINISHED
 

✴ Negotiate FINISHED?!?  

✴ Dem
and FINISHED!!!! 

✴ Snarkiness factor:  
 “After that perform

ance, she is FINISHED.”

W
ithout FINISHED,  

our students only have their 
bodies to announce, 
negotiate, request, or 

dem
and an end.



Reflective m
odeling

✴
You are telling m

e you are FINISHED! 

✴
I think you are m

ad because the ice cream
 is 

FINISHED. There is NO
 M

O
RE. 

✴
You are pushing your work away. I think you are 
FINISHED. 

✴
You have walked to the door. I think you are 
saying you are FINISHED and ready to G

O
 hom

e!

The pow
er of negating: 

double your m
essages w

ith NO
T

✴ You are NO
T FINISHED with that book. 

✴ I think you are saying you are still hungry, 
you are NO

T FINISHED with dinner.  

✴ You are telling m
e you are NO

T 
FINISHED with your show.

3rd w
ord: CAN

✴ Verb:  
 You are able to: “I CAN read!”  
 You have perm

ission to: “Yes, you CAN do that.” 
 ✴ Q

uestion:  
 “CAN I have this?”  

✴ Snarkiness factor:  
 “I CAN DO

 IT m
yself.” 

 Pleading: “please, please, CAN I, please? 
 Expression: “Just CAN IT.”

Instruct and encourage

✴ “You CAN DO
 this!” 

✴ “You CAN control your hands.”  

✴ “You CAN NO
T do that.”

Reflective m
odeling

✴
“You are telling m

e you CAN DO
 this yourself!” You are 

saying “I CAN DO
 THIS!” 

✴
“You are looking at the rem

ote. Yes, you CAN change 
the channel.” 

✴
“You have walked to the door. I think you are saying 
you are FINISHED. Yes, we CAN G

O
.” 

✴
“You are clutching your iPad. I think you are saying 
“no, I CAN NO

T HAVE IT.”

Use your m
anners:  

Ask for perm
ission

✴
“CAN I m

ove your wheelchair?” 

✴
“CAN I have your iPad for a m

inute?” 

✴
“CAN we try to finish this first?”  

✴
“CAN I LO

O
K in your backpack?” 

✴
“CAN I HELP you with this?”



4th w
ord: HERE

✴ Adverb: in, at, or to this place or location.  
 “She is HERE.” 

✴ Introducing or offering som
ething:   

 “HERE it is!”  

✴ Request attention:  
 “HERE, CAN I take that for you?” 

✴ Role-call: “HERE!”

HERE w
ith other core

✴ M
om

 HERE. G
ET M

om
 HERE. 

✴ Dad HERE? W
HEN? W

ANT Dad HERE. 

✴ CO
M

E HERE 

✴ W
HO

 HERE? 

✴ LO
O

K HERE 

✴ PUT HERE. 

Four Core and PO
DD

FINISHED!
Can

W
hen

Here

D
r. Caroline Ram

sey M
usselw

hite   w
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w
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http://tarheelreader.org/2016/04/18/he-can/ 

B
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• U
ses all 4 core 9 

w
ords 

• Includes 
previous w

ords 
(H

E, I, YO
U

, 
G

ET, H
AVE) 

• Aim
ed at older 

students but okay 
for younger ones 
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e
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h
e
n
 D

ad
 ge

ts h
e
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.

D
ad

's h
e
re

.  W
h
e
n
 can

 w
e
 go

?

W
h
e
n
 yo

u
 h
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 fin
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e
d
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n
e
r.

D
in

n
e
r is fin

ish
e
d
.  W

h
e
n
 can

 w
e
 go

?

W
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T
h
e
 d

ish
e
s are

 fin
ish

e
d
.  W

h
e
n
 can

 w
e
 go

?

W
h
e
n
 I fin

d
 m

y p
u
rse

.

W
h
o
 C

an
? 

C
aro

lin
e
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h
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W
h
o
 can

 rid
e
?

I can
!

W
h
o
 can

 sk
i?



I can
!

W
h
o
 can

 d
an

ce
?

Sh
e
 can

!

W
h
o
 can

 sin
g?

H
e
 can

!

W
h
o
 can

 re
ad

?



It can
?

W
h
o
 can

 cre
ate

?

I can
!

W
h
o
 can

 can
can

?

T
h
e
y all can

!

Possible Next Steps
✴

Brainstorm
 your opportunities to m

odel 
questions!  

✴
Set a goal to m

odel at least one question 
per day 

✴
Share your experiences in the Facebook 
group!
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