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Today's W
ebinar

✴
Introduce the Bridge scales and the D

evelopm
ental 

W
riting Scale, tools for authentic, dynam

ic, portfolio, 
observational assessm

ent of em
ergent students. 

✴
Provide exam

ples of how
 authentic, portfolio 

assessm
ent strategies can help us describe a 

student’s baseline, set developm
entally appropriate 

goals, and m
onitor progress. 

✴
D

istinguish betw
een how

 w
e teach a skill and how

 
w

e assess it.

Today’s w
ebinar in the  

5 STEPS
Targets

Teaching

Tools

Testing
The Bridge observational rating 

scales,  
Developm

ental W
riting Scale

Team

W
hat is w

riting?

W
hat is w

riting?

Translating an idea into text

W
hat is w

riting NO
T?

•
Tracing


•
Copying


•
Scribing


•
M

aking a choice from
 a closed set 

of sym
bols or pictures



Is this w
riting?

Student uses app called W
rite M

y 
Nam

e to trace her nam
e.

Is this w
riting?

W
ith hand-over-hand support, 

student traces a highlighted or 
dashed-line version of her nam

e.

Is this w
riting?

Student scribbles w
ith a crayon all 

over the grocery list.

Is this w
riting?

Student texts a string of random
 

letters to M
om

’s supervisor from
 her 

cell phone.

Is this w
riting?

The student scraw
ls a m

ark w
ith a 

pencil on the nam
e line of the sign-in 

sheet before every speech therapy 
appointm

ent.

Is this w
riting?

The student stam
ps her nam

e on the 
nam

e line of the sign-in sheet before 
every speech therapy appointm

ent.



Is this w
riting?

The teacher provides a sentence 
fram

e, “I like to go to…
”, to her class 

and the student uses her AAC to 
answ

er “Burger King.”

Is this w
riting?

Using her AAC, the student and a 
peer brainstorm

 w
hat they did that 

w
eekend. The peer w

rites tw
o 

sentences about their w
eekend.  

The student then uses a letter board 
to select “aatgf.” The peer scribes 
this, too.Is this w

riting?

Is this w
riting?

Is this w
riting?

Is this w
riting?



Is this w
riting?

Is this w
riting?

Is this w
riting?

Is this w
riting?

Is this w
riting?

Is this w
riting?
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H
ere are ju

st a few
 th

in
g

s th
at b

eg
in

n
in

g
 w

riters learn
 ab

o
u

t d
u

rin
g

 w
ritin

g
.  T

h
ese are im

p
o

rtan
t 

fu
n

d
am

en
tal em

erg
en

t litera
cy co

n
cep

ts th
at b

u
ild

 stu
d

en
ts’ p

rin
t aw

aren
ess an

d
 alp

h
ab

etic 

k
n

o
w

led
g

e. A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e N

atio
n

al E
arly

 L
iteracy

 P
an

el (2
0

0
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), p
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t aw
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ess an
d

 

alp
h

ab
etic co

d
e k

n
o

w
led

g
e are critical p

red
icto

rs o
f stu

d
en

ts’ later co
n

ven
tio

n
a

l litera
cy 

learn
in

g
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 1
. 

P
rin

t/b
raille h

as m
ean

in
g
-th

ere is a d
ifferen

ce b
etw

een
 p

rin
t/b

raille an
d

 p
ictu

res/tactu
als 

 

2
. 

P
rin

t/B
raille is co

n
n

ected
 to

 w
h

at w
e say

 

 3
. 

P
rin

t/b
raille can

 b
e “read

”- n
o

t th
e p

ictu
re 

 4
. 

P
rin

t/b
raille h

av
e a p

u
rp

o
se-w

e u
se th

em
 fo

r so
m

eth
in

g
 

 5
. 

E
v

ery
o

n
e w

rites —
teach

er, assistan
ts, o

ffice fo
lk

s, p
aren

ts, sib
lin

g
s 

 6
. 

H
o

w
 P

rin
t/b

raille is m
ad

e - th
e co

n
cep

t o
f a p

en
cil, w

h
a

t it is an
d

 h
o

w
 it w

o
rk
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S
o

m
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g
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p
en

s w
h

en
 y

o
u

 w
rite 

 8
. 

P
eo

p
le w

rite fo
r lo

ts o
f d

ifferen
t reaso

n
s 

 9
. 

P
rin

t/b
raille are fo

r sh
arin

g
 in

fo
rm

atio
n

 an
d

 id
eas 

 1
0

. T
h

e stu
d

en
t k

n
o

w
s th

at th
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 can
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o

w
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 th
e th
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 th

eir h
ead
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1

. T
h
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n
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f th
e alp

h
ab

et—
th
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ite g

ro
u

p
 o
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 b
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g
 

 1
2

. T
h

e co
n

cep
t o

f “w
o

rd
”—

letters are u
sed

 to
 m

ak
e w

o
rd

s 

 1
3

. T
h

e letters can
 b

e p
u

t in
 a d

ifferen
t o

rd
er 

 1
4

. L
etters h

av
e n

am
es 

 1
5

. L
etters m

ak
e so

u
n

d
s 

 1
6

. A
lp

h
a

b
etic p

rin
cip

le-E
ach

 letter h
as its o

w
n

 n
am

e.  E
ach

 letter h
as its o

w
n

 so
u

n
d

.  T
h

ey
 are 

co
n

n
ected

. 

•
to opportunity: m

odels of independent 
com

m
unication and w

riting w
ith a tool our student 

can one day use.  

•
to experience: shared w

riting and independent 
w

riting, m
aking personally m

eaningful associations 
w

ith letters and w
ords.

As parents and teachers, our 
job is to rem

ove barriers:

The Bridge



The Bridge

The Bridge

The Bridge

How
 do w

e teach this?
•

Daily m
odels of w

riting:  
w

riting FO
R the student  

•
Daily opportunities to w

rite using a variety 
of tools:  
regular and alternative pencils 

•
Structured shared w

riting experiences, 
such as journaling

How
 do w

e teach this?
•

Use the student’s AAC to w
rite a grocery list, 

then invite the student to add som
ething 

•
Think aloud using your phone to send  a text, 
then invite the student to sent a m

essage 

•
Think aloud using your iPad to select a photo 
and post a status update, then invite the 
student to post som

ething too

The Bridge



How
 do w

e teach this?
•

Invite the student to sign cards, 
notes, and invitations


•
Sign-in at school at every opportunity


•
Sign-out library books and 
equipm

ent


•
Follow

 the student’s attem
pt w

ith 
how

 you w
rite his/her nam

e

The Developm
ental W

riting Scale

DW
S Level 1:

lines and curves that appear  
to represent objects

W
hen I w

as a baby,  
I had a big sm

ile.

DW
S Level 1

How
 do w

e teach this?
•

Think aloud during shared reading


•
Highlight text w

hile reading


•
Talk about the concept of pages, 
pictures, w

ords, and sentences.


•
Shared reading of w

ordless picture 
books

DW
S Level 2: 

continuous lines arranged linearly  
across the page



How
 do w

e teach this?
•

Provide lots of opportunity and lots of 
options for tools for draw

ing and 
scribbling


•
Invite student to select photos or clip art 
or em

oticons to illustrate their w
riting


•
Not essential. Don’t belabour this for 
students w

ith significant m
otor 

im
pairm

ent.DW
S Level 3:  

strings of letters not grouped into w
ords

DW
S Level 3:  

strings of letters not grouped into w
ords

DW
S Level 3:  

strings of letters not grouped into w
ords

DW
S Level 4: 

w
ordlike groupings,  

no recognizable w
ords

DW
S Level 5: 

strings of letters  
w

ith one possible real w
ord 



DW
S Level 6:

2-3 intelligible w
ords

•
K

eep ALL w
riting sam

ples!! 

•
K

eep data on refusals  

•
Look for trends over the long-term

 

•
T

h
e

 w
ritin

g
 to

o
l m

a
tte

rs
!  

Sort sam
ples by tool, don’t com

pare w
riting from

 different tools.

Data collection and 
m

onitoring 

C
ollect data on: tim

e on task, observed behaviours  
(selecting letters, fingers on text, selecting m

essage in AAC)


Participation:


A. physical prom
pt


B. gestural prom
pt


C. verbal prom
pt


D. independent

Engagem
ent:


1.
aw

areness


2.
response or 
refusal


3.
engagem

ent, 
initiation


4.
participation


5.
attainm

ent


6.
m

astery


7.
independent/
initiated

Data collection and 
m

onitoring 

Possible Next Steps
✴

W
hen in doubt, focus on conveying a m

essage 
w

ith AAC
 

✴
D

escribe student’s baseline using the language 
from

 the Bridge and D
W

S 

✴
D

evelop a data collection/scoring/portfolio system
: 

it can be as sim
ple as a binder w

ith sticky notes! 

✴
Share your experiences in the Facebook group!

Q
uestions?

The ASF C
om

m
unication Training Series 

is m
ade available by 

the Angelm
an Syndrom

e Foundation 
and a generous grant from

 
The Foster Fam

ily C
haritable Foundation,

 a fam
ily foundation established in C

entral 
C

alifornia.

Tha
nk Yo

u!




