Writing Assessment: What is writing?
the Bridge Observational Rating Scale
& the Developmental Writing Scale
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_* Introduce the Bridge scales and the Developmental -
Writing Scale, tools for authentic, dynamic, portfolio,
- observational assessment of emergent students.

* Provide examples of how authentic, portfolio

assessment strategies can help us describe a ..:m:w_m._”mjo an idea into text
student’s baseline, set developmentally appropriate : : : ]

goals, and monitor progress. : :

+ Distinguish between how we teach a skill and how
we assess it.

Today’s webinar in the  What is writing NOT?
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| Testing The Bridge observational rating| ,mO—._U_JO ;
: scales, :

Developmental Writing Scale Making a choice from a closed set
Team G : B ~ of symbols or pictures




~Is this writing? ~Is this writing?
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Name to trace her name. . . p ro er
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~Is this writing? ~Is this writing?

<<,:: rm: Q._o<mq._._m:, q mrbbo_,.ﬁ u , The student scrawls a mark with a
student traces a highlighted o.w : pencil on the name line of the sign-in

dashed-line version of her name. sheet before every speech therapy
appointment.

~Is this writing? ~Is this writing?

Student scribbles with a crayon all Che Suden Staetgs i Do oAl

name line of the sign-in sheet before

O 5 2 gioceny = every speech therapy appointment.




~ Is this writing?

The teacher provides a sentence
frame, “I like to go to...”, to her class
and the student uses her AAC to
answer “Burger King.” S

~ Is this writing?

Using her AAC, the student and a
peer brainstorm what they did that
weekend. The peer writes two
sentences about their weekend.

The student then uses a letter board

to select “aatgf.” The peer scribes
this, too. : :

~ Is this writing?
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~Is this writing? ~Is this writing?
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The Bridge: An Authentic

Literacy Assessment Strategy for
Individualizing and Informing Practice
With Young Children With Disabilities
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The Bridge

S ‘How do we teach this?
o .,......au.‘s..t............i, SR R Sewdedtel + Daily models of writing:

Fe—— S o o e S 5 g s writing FOR the student
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+ Daily opportunities to write using a variety
of tools: : :
regular and alternative pencils

» Structured shared writing experiences,
such as journaling :

The Bridge | | | |
How do we teach this?
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* Think aloud using your phone to send a text,
then invite the student to sent a message

+ Think aloud using your iPad to select a photo
and post a status update, then invite the
student to post something too

The Bridge The Bridge
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‘How do we teach this?

+ Invite the student to sign cards, -
:oﬁmm m:a _3<;mﬁ_o:m

« Sign-in at school at every ouvo:c:_a\

m_ms -out __U_\mJ\ books m:a ;
equipment
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: - " When | was a baby,
._uo__0<<5mmEam3,mmﬁmBEE;: . _:mo_mc_@ma__m.

~ how you write his/her name

The Developmental Writing Scale . . . e
How do we teach this?

Tible 2 Duvelopumentsl wriing sl s beghnmng wrmm'
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o ,wm.....nu..i.fii g T ] + Highlight text while reading
B e o - Talk about the concept of pages,
R ? pictures, words, and sentences.
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DWS Level 1: . , DWS Level 2:
lines and curves that appear continuous lines arranged linearly
to represent objects o across the page



‘How do we teach this?

+ Provide lots of opportunity and lots of
options for tools for drawing and
scribbling S _

* Invite student to select photos or clip art
or emoticons to illustrate their writing

* Not mmmmsﬁ__m_. Don’t belabour ﬁ:_m for
students with significant motor
impairment.

DWS Level 3:
strings of letters not grouped into words

DWS Level 3:
strings of letters not grouped into words

Eerrerrrteree
t

DWS Level 3:
strings of letters not grouped into words

X.CCCOx

A O

‘DWS Level 4:
wordlike groupings,
no recognizable words

- DWS Level 5:

- strings of letters
with one possible real word




DWS Level 6: .
2-3 intelligible words Possible Next Steps

e i ) i [ o -+ When in doubt, focus on oo:<m<_:o a Smmmmom :
) 630 : <<_§ AAC

* Dmmozcm student’s baseline cm.:c the _m:mcmom
from the Bridge and DWS

* Develop a data collection/scoring/portfolio system:
it can be as simple as a binder with sticky notes!

* Share your experiences in the Facebook group!

Umﬁm collection and
‘monitoring

+ Keep ALL writing samples!!
- Keep data on refusals : Ocmm._”_ODw\.v
* Look for trends over the long-term

« The writing tool matters!
Sort samples by tool, don’t compare writing from different tools.

Umﬁm collection and
‘monitoring

Thank You!
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