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Today's W
ebinar

✴
Introduce the 8th set of Core Four      
(high-frequency words) 

✴
Explore m

odelling core words to support 
concept developm

ent and classroom
 

connections

Today’s w
ebinar in the  

5 STEPS
Targets
Teaching

Core w
ord vocabulary 

instruction

Tools
AAC w

ith robust core w
ord or 

pragm
atically organized 
vocabulary

Testing
Team

4

Core W
ords

✴A sm
all set of words used frequently in 

m
any different contexts 

✴Easily com
bined and re-com

bined with 
m

any other words 

✴A term
 used to describe a way to 

organize AAC vocabulary: core vs. fringe

Set 8: Core Four
Find these in your system

✴ Don’t
✴ Do
✴ That
✴ G

o



7

D
e

a
nna

 W
a

g
ne

r, SLP-C
C

C89

1011

The pow
er of negating: 

double your verbs w
ith DO

N’T



Targets: core w
ords

✴
Strengthen concept knowledge of specific core 
words by associating these words with 
m

eaningful activities across the day 

✴
Learn how to autom

atically access those core 
words for expressive purposes 

✴
Increase the frequency of how often we, and 
our student, uses, com

bines, and re-com
bines 

these words in different contexts across the day

Set 8: Core Four
✴ Don’t
✴ Do 
✴ That
✴ G

o

The power of the  
8th Core Four:  

 
vocabulary for

 pow
er  

to direct others 

1st w
ords: DO

N’T and DO
✴ Verb: to perform

, achieve, or com
plete 

✴ Used before a verb in questions: 
 “Do you have a cat?”  
 “Don’t you like chocolate?” 

✴ Snarkiness and slang:  
 Event: “W

e are going to a fancy do.” 
 Hairstyle: “She has a new do.”

“DO
N’T” and “DO

”:  
dem

and perform
ance

✴
Beware m

odelling vs. bossing:  
are we teaching the power of a voice?  

✴
Level the playing field with at least equal 
proportions of reflective m

odelling  
(“I think you DO

N’T want that!”)  
as directing (“DO

N’T DO
 that”). 

Q
uestions:  

Com
bine w

ith other core
✴

DO
 you…

? 

✴
DO

 you want that? 

✴
W

hat DO
 you need? 

✴
DO

 you need m
e to 

help? 

✴
W

ho DO
 you…

? 

✴
Yes, I DO

!

✴
I need you to DO

 this. 

✴
Yes, I DO

.

Com
pare 
 

“I w
ant school” 

to…



DO
N’T is PO

W
ER.  

DO
N’T is SAFETY.

Reflective m
odeling

✴
You are telling m

e DO
N’T G

O
! 

✴
You are covering your ears. You are saying to 
your brother, DO

N’T YELL. 

✴
You are laughing and rocking! You are saying 
DO

N’T STO
P! 

✴
You are pushing m

y hands away. You are saying 
DO

N’T DO
 THAT.

M
odel w

hat to DO
✴ Avoid constant “don’t” language. 

✴ “Don’t hit” vs  
 “DO

 control your hands.”  

✴ “Don’t touch” vs 
 “G

entle hands”

3rd w
ord: THAT

✴ Pronoun:  
 refers to a person or thing you can see or hear  
 “THAT is m

y cat.”  
 “No, TH

AT one.” 

✴ Refers to a person or thing we have just discussed 
 “THAT is a good idea.”  

✴ Snarkiness factor:  
 “I wouldn’t go THAT far.” 

Use THIS w
ith THAT

✴
Com

pare THIS book to THAT book 

✴
 Choicem

aking:  
 Do you want THIS one or THAT one? 

✴
M

odelling requests: 
“You are reaching. I think you are asking 
for THAT.”



4th w
ord: G

O
✴ Verb:  
 m

ove from
 one place to another, leave 

 “Tim
e to go!” “Let’s go!” “Don’t go!” 

✴ Noun:  
 “Have a go!”  

✴ Snarkiness: 
 “All system

s go!” “He is just go-go-go!”

G
O

 across the day
✴ W

ake up and G
O

 get dressed.
✴G

O
 brush your teeth and hair.

✴G
O

 eat breakfast.
✴Its tim

e to G
O

! G
et your backpack and G

O
 get in the car!

✴G
O

 to your class. G
O

 sit down.
✴G

O
 out to recess, then G

O
 to lunch.

✴G
O

 get your art supplies.
✴G

et ready to G
O

 hom
e. 

✴G
O

 horseback riding. 
✴G

O
 back hom

e. G
O

 wash your hands then G
O

 sit down 
for dinner. 

✴G
O

 take your bath. G
O

 get changed into PJs. 

Reflective m
odeling

✴
You brought m

e m
y purse. You want to G

O
 out! 

✴
You are crying. You are sad we have to G

O
. 

✴
You brought his keys. You want him

 to G
O

. 

✴
You are taking m

e upstairs. You want to G
O

 to bed. 

✴
You are signing M

cDonald’s! You want to G
O

 to 
M

cDonald’s.

Four Core and PO
DD

Let's go! 
G

o!

Requesting action 
Directing action  

'G
o' 

using 'let's go' branch starter



Porter, G
. (2007 / 2008) Pragm

atic O
rganization Dynam

ic 
Display (PO

DD) com
m

unication books: Direct access 
tem

plates M
elbourne: Cerebral Palsy Education Centre. 

Porter, G
. (2007 / 2008) Pragm

atic O
rganization Dynam

ic 
Display (PO

DD) com
m

unication books: Direct access 
tem

plates M
elbourne: Cerebral Palsy Education Centre. 

Porter, G
. (2007 / 2008) Pragm

atic O
rganization Dynam

ic 
Display (PO

DD) com
m

unication books: Direct access 
tem

plates M
elbourne: Cerebral Palsy Education Centre. 

Porter, G
. (2007 / 2008) Pragm

atic O
rganization Dynam

ic 
Display (PO

DD) com
m

unication books: Direct access 
tem

plates M
elbourne: Cerebral Palsy Education Centre. 

Porter, G
. (2007 / 2008) Pragm

atic O
rganization Dynam

ic 
Display (PO

DD) com
m

unication books: Direct access 
tem

plates M
elbourne: Cerebral Palsy Education Centre. 

PO
DD 15 for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass 



PO
DD 15 for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass

PO
DD 15+ for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass 

PO
DD 15+ for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass

PO
DD 15+ for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass

PO
DD 15+ for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass

PO
DD 15+ for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass



Requesting action 
Directing action  

'G
o' 

using 'do som
ething' branch starter

Porter, G
. (2007 / 2008) Pragm

atic O
rganization Dynam

ic 
Display (PO

DD) com
m

unication books: Direct access 
tem

plates M
elbourne: Cerebral Palsy Education Centre. 

Porter, G
. (2007 / 2008) Pragm

atic O
rganization Dynam

ic 
Display (PO

DD) com
m

unication books: Direct access 
tem

plates M
elbourne: Cerebral Palsy Education Centre. 

Porter, G
. (2007 / 2008) Pragm

atic O
rganization Dynam

ic 
Display (PO

DD) com
m

unication books: Direct access 
tem

plates M
elbourne: Cerebral Palsy Education Centre. 

12 per page 

Porter, G
. (2007 / 2008) Pragm

atic O
rganization Dynam

ic 
Display (PO

DD) com
m

unication books: Direct access 
tem

plates M
elbourne: Cerebral Palsy Education Centre. 

Porter, G
. (2007 / 2008) Pragm

atic O
rganization Dynam

ic 
Display (PO

DD) com
m

unication books: Direct access 
tem

plates M
elbourne: Cerebral Palsy Education Centre. 



Porter, G
. (2007 / 2008) Pragm

atic O
rganization Dynam

ic 
Display (PO

DD) com
m

unication books: Direct access 
tem

plates M
elbourne: Cerebral Palsy Education Centre. 

Porter, G
. (2007 / 2008) Pragm

atic O
rganization Dynam

ic 
Display (PO

DD) com
m

unication books: Direct access 
tem

plates M
elbourne: Cerebral Palsy Education Centre. 

PO
DD 15 for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass 

PO
DD 15 for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass 

PO
DD 15 for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass 

PO
DD 15 for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass 



PO
DD 15 for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass 

PO
DD 15+ for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass 

PO
DD 15+ for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass 

PO
DD 15+ for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass 

PO
DD 15+ for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass 

PO
DD 15+ for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass 



PO
DD 15+ for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass 

PO
DD 15+ for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass 

PO
DD 15+ for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass 

PO
DD 60 for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass 

PO
DD 60 for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass 

PO
DD 60 for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass 



PO
DD 60 for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass 

PO
DD 60 for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass 

PO
DD 60 for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass 

'don't' 
'go' 

Also appear as predictably associated 
vocabulary 

Porter, G
. (2007 / 2008) Pragm

atic O
rganization Dynam

ic 
Display (PO

DD) com
m

unication books: Direct access 
tem

plates M
elbourne: Cerebral Palsy Education Centre. 

PO
DD 15 for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass 



Porter, G
. (2007 / 2008) Pragm

atic O
rganization Dynam

ic 
Display (PO

DD) com
m

unication books: Direct access 
tem

plates M
elbourne: Cerebral Palsy Education Centre. 

PO
DD 15 for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass 

PO
DD 15+ for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass 

PO
DD 15+ for Tobii DynaVox Com

pass 

Porter, G
. (2007 / 2008) Pragm

atic O
rganization Dynam

ic 
Display (PO

DD) com
m

unication books: Direct access 
tem

plates M
elbourne: Cerebral Palsy Education Centre. 

Porter, G
. (2007 / 2008) Pragm

atic O
rganization Dynam

ic 
Display (PO

DD) com
m

unication books: Direct access 
tem

plates M
elbourne: Cerebral Palsy Education Centre. 



Sh
o
u
ld

 I Stay o
r Sh

o
u
ld

 I G
o
? 

b
y th

e
 Su

ite
 K

id
s

Sh
o
u
ld

 I Stay o
r Sh

o
u
ld

 I G
o
?

I lik
e
 to

 go
 to

 K
ro

ge
r.

I d
o
 n

o
t lik

e
 to

 go
 to

 th
e
 sh

o
e
 sto

re
.

I lik
e
 to

 go
 to

 th
e
 m

o
v
ie

s.

I d
o
 n

o
t lik

e
 to

 go
 to

 th
e
 m

o
n
ste

r h
o
u
se

.



I lik
e
 to

 go
 to

 C
h
u
ck

 E
 C

h
e
e
se

's.

I d
o
 n

o
t lik

e
 to

 go
 to

 th
e
 d

e
n
tist.

I lik
e
 to

 go
 to

 D
isn

e
y W

o
rld

.

I d
o
 n

o
t lik

e
 to

 go
 to

 th
e
 h

au
n
te

d
 h

o
u
se

.

I lik
e
 to

 go
 to

 M
cD

o
n
ald

s.

I d
o
 n

o
t lik

e
 to

 go
 to

 b
e
d
.



I lik
e
 to

 go
 to

 F
ro

sty B
o
y.

I d
o
 n

o
t lik

e
 to

 go
 to

 tim
e
-aw

ay.

I lik
e
 to

 go
 to

 C
h
u
rch

.

G
o
tta go

!

D
o
n
't G

o
 T

h
e
re 

C
aro

lin
e
 M

u
sse

lw
h
ite

 &
 E

v

D
o
n
't go

 th
e
re

!



B
u
sy stre

e
t?

D
o
n
't go

 th
e
re

!

M
y m

at, cat.

D
o
n
't go

 th
e
re

!

M
y b

ack
p
ack

.

D
o
n
't go

 th
e
re

!



H
o
m

e
w

o
rk

.

D
o
n
't G

o
 T

h
e
re

!

B
o
ys?

D
o
n
't go

 th
e
re

!

T
h
e
 w

ate
r b

u
ck

e
t?

D
o
n
't.  G

o
.  T

h
e
re

!



Upcom
ing webinars

✴
April 14, 2016: Reading assessm

ent:  
The Bridge with Erin Sheldon 

✴
April 21, 2016: Com

m
unication assessm

ent  
with M

aureen Nevers, SLP 

✴
April 28, 2016: W

riting about the Curriculum
  

with Erin Sheldon

Possible Next Steps
✴

Identify a tim
e of day when your student is 

using non-sym
bolic com

m
unication to say 

“don’t”. M
odel “don’t” on their talker! 

✴
Share your experiences in the Facebook 
group!

Q
uestions?

The ASF C
om

m
unication Training Series 

is m
ade available by 

the Angelm
an Syndrom

e Foundation 
and a generous grant from

 
The Foster Fam

ily C
haritable Foundation,

 a fam
ily foundation established in C

entral 
C

alifornia.

Tha
nk Yo

u!


