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» Webinar process
» GoToWebinar for technical issues
» Questions taken at the end, typed in chat box

» Other Resources: SyNaE;
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About me...

» Speech-language pathologist
» 2-year training grant at UVM in AAC
» 22 years as AAC consultant in MA and VT

» Individuals 0-22 with “complex
communication needs” includi

»* Collaborator in ASF-CTS
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Today’'s Goals

-~ Practice use of technology for webinar
and resource access

- Begin developing a framework for
organizing information related to AAC

- Learn specific recommended AAC
practices

- Set stage for the year of CTS
- Meet one of the ASF-CTS collaborators




Today's REAL Goal

B
g




“Augmentative Communication Recommended
Practices”

| Introduction
Dear Educational Team Member,

This document was created to share a process for how you might
organize and prioritize information related to an Augmentative
Communication (AAC) system. The structure and content have evolved
out of my work with hundreds of educational teams over the last two
decades, as well as my ongoing professional development activities.

Using my 5 STEPS structure, five essential AAC practices have been
identified in each area. These practices were selected based on their
strong contributions to a successful AAC system and are supported by
the current AAC literature.

While these are not the only elements necessary for a successful AAC
system, a system without many of these elements would not likely
achieve meaningful communication outcomes. Hopefully this collection
will spark conversations, inspire new ideas, and help to guide you in the
selection of appropriate practices to support the individuals you live
and/or work with who need AAC support.




“Augmentative Communication Recommended
Practices”
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Framing the AAC System

. Student goals
. Instruction

. Materials
seData

. Resources




5 STEPS
Targets@

Teaching/Taslﬁ LN

e

Tools

Testing }




AAC jigsaw puzzle




AAC framework




Putting the AAC
pieces together




AAC
complete

picture




Targets

What are the
priority learning
outcomes for
students with
complex
communication
needs, including
AS?



Targets
Students Initiate communication of
their own thoughts and Iideas by
combining appropriate vocabulary to

express messages for different
purposes, people, places, and
activities.
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Teaching

What are most
effective
Instructional
approaches and

Interaction
guidelines for
students with
complex
communication
needs, including
AS?



Teaching

Partners make statements, comments and
observations as they demonstrate the use of
the student’s AAC system.

Partners also create many opportunities for
genuine communication by establishing
routines, inserting expectant pauses, and
embedding natural cues..
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Teaching

Partners make statements, comments and
observations as they demonstrate the use of
the student’s AAC system.

Partners also create many opportunities for
genuine communication by establishing
routines, inserting expectant pauses, and
embedding natural cues..




Tasks

What are the
features of
effective learning
activities for
students with
complex
communication
needs, including
AS?



Tasks

The student consistently participates in a
wide range of age-respectful activities that
maximize grade-level curriculum
connections, foster engagement, and
Incorporate a balance of variety and
consistency, challenge and success.
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Tasks

The student consistently participates in a
wide range of age-respectful activities that
maximize grade-level curriculum
connections, foster engagement, and
incorporate a balance of variety and
consistency, challenge and success.




What are the TOOIS

format and content
guidelines
associated with
effective

communication
materials for
students with
complex
communication
needs, including




Tools
The student has consistent access to
both receptive and expressive
communication supports containing a

sufficient quantity of vocabulary,
representing different parts of speech,
that are clearly organized and include
letters, words and phrases.
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Testing

How are program
Integrity and
progress

monitored for
students with
complex
communication
needs, including
AS?




Testing
Information about program
Implementation and student progress
IS based on assessments and other

data collection methods that are
appropriate for the student’'s abillities
and are used to inform changes In
Instruction
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What are the tea-lﬁeam

resources
necessary to
Implement
effective

communication
programs for
students with
complex
communication
needs, including




Team

A knowledgeable and skilled team
participates In regular planning

sessions, documenting and sharing
Important program information, and
generating a complete IEP that
Includes flexible. meaningful goals.
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Framing Ou

You might think....

“This information applies to kids
who have more advanced
communication skills”

j@? Thinking. ..

v

You should think...

“There are no prerequisites for these
practices — they are good practices for
all users of AAC — including my child!”

“This student has to work on
motor/sensory skills before they
can do this..”

“Motor and sensory supports are
incorporated into the communication
system — they do not replace these
program practices.”

“Oh no, | am going to have to
rewrite the whole IEP!”

“Do the ideas and concepts make sense
to me? What elements can | find that
are similar in the IEP?”

“We are doing it all wrong.”

“‘Awareness is a powerful and necessary
first step.”

“l am overwhelmed — I'll never be
able to do all this”

“This is the start of a full year of
learning, so we will just put one foot in
front of the other”




Possible Next Steps

» Share the handouts
» Share the webinar link
» Read FB posts

» Look for some of the practice key words
on FB etc.

* Plan to attend/view next week’s webinar!




Questions?




Thank You!
The ASF Communication Training Series
IS made available by
the Angelman Syndrome Foundation
and a generous grant from

The Foster Family Charitable Foundation,

a family foundation established in Central
California.
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