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Core Vocabulary Questions

* ‘How are we supposed to model throughout the day, across
all sorts of activities, with a limited set of core words?”

* “‘What should | do if | cannot find the exact word | need?”

» ‘How can | use core words If they don’t match the situation or
message | am frying fo model?”

» Can | use other types of words with the core, or should | only
use the core words?”

* “What about academic vocabulary? Do | feach that in addition
fo the core?”

» ‘Tow can | talk/teach about a broad range of topics if | have
such a Imited number of words?”




RBig Question

Whal do we do when there is a
mismalch belween The words we
have avalable on our AAC syster
and the ones we need for speaking
and learning?”




Qutcomes

» Undersfanding terms ‘“core vocabulary” and “fringe
vocabulary”

» Understanding of “fiered vocabulary” system

» Relationship between core/fringe and fiered
systems

» How 10 use ‘descripfive language” approach



Today’s Topic Location
n the D STEPS

Targefs vocabulary *

Descriptive language planning
process and maferials




Core Vocabulary

Core Vocabulary

Fringe Vocabulary

Quantity of words

smal number

Frequency of Use

high frequency

Applicability across
environments

all environments

Applicability across

all topics

fopics

e G e variety of parts of
speech

Usefulness approximately 80%

Prentke Romich AAC Language La
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Vocabulary in AAC Terms

Core Vocabulary

Fringe Vocabulary

Quantity of words

smal number

very large number

Frequency of Use

high frequency

low frequency

Applicability across
environments

al environments

imited environments

Applicability across
fopics

all topics

imifed fopics

Types of Words

variety of parts of

speech

mostly proper names
and other nouns

Usefulness

approximately 80%

approximately 20%

Prentke Romich AAC Language Lab




AAGC and Spoken Vocabulary

ﬂore < FREQUENCY > less\

~

ringe
Words

(thousands)

vm < FLEXIBILITY > less/




Instructional Vocabulary Tiers

Tier | Tier 2




Types of Vocabulary
With Areas of Emphasis

/ more < FREQUENCY > Jess \

e Woras Fringe Woras

Speaking
Vocabulary

FLEXIBILITY



Types of Vocabulary
With Areas of Emphasis

/ more

Speaking
Vocabulary

FREQUENCY

Fringe Words

FLEXIBILITY




What 1o do??

)




How about this!

Tier |/ Core Worads




Processing Spoken and
Curriculum Vocabulary

» Express a range of messages, Ideas, and
information using primarily Core Vocabulary (80%)
with Fringe Vocabulary support (%20)

* Provide access fo the curriculum by expressing fhe
concepts, knowledge and information of Tier 2 and
Tier 3 vocabulary using Tier | vocabulary (including
core and basic fringe vocabulary)




Slexibilty!

Tier | words, especialy Core words, are flexible
because:

» [Fach word does not just represent a single thing
(for non-nouns) (example )







Slexibilty!

Tier | words, especialy Gore words, are flexible
because:

» [Fach word does not just represent a single thing
(for non-nouns) (example )

* Words can mean dfferent things depending on the
confext — fopic, setfing, activity, partner

* \Words can be combined with other Tier | / Core
words fo expand meanings



Context Phrase

((Turn))

book “Turn the page”
game Your turn”

foy 1 want a turn”
TV “furn the channel’
radio “furn it up/down”

bath

“turn water on/off”

car

“turn the corner”

Derson

“furn away”




»*

»*

»*

»*

Benefits of Increased Core

Increase crifical frequency of core modeling — moving
fowards expression

Enhances familiarity with core words (navigafion, use)

Expands concept of core word meaning (for student
and partner)

Decreases programming demands for low frequency
WOords

Maintains important connection with curriculum and Tier
2 (or 3) words

May provide opporfunities 1o use words expressively




More Solutions




Descriplive Language

The ablity to falk “about” something - fo
describe ‘how”, “where’, “when” as
opposed fo naming “what™- is a crifical skil
for teaching core vocabulary

Don’t just fell me what it is, 1alk about what
it does, how it feels, how it looks, how it
moves, how It acls, where it is, what It Is




—xamples of Descriptive Style

) ((;

frog” =2 “smal” “green” ‘wet” “jlump’
run” = fast” ‘walk”

‘grandfather” = “old” ‘man” ‘family”

)«

oyt”

“free” = “al’” “green




Ways fo Talk “About’

» What does It do?

» What are the parts?
» What size is if?

» What color is it?

» What belongs with it?
» What shape is it?

» What is I like?

* Where is it from?
From The Pixon Tel-Me-About Guide

by Rosemary Portfera




b &
he Pixon TelFMe-About Guide

by Rosemary Portera

if '8@ ' Whatdces it do?




Gal Van Tatenhove’s
Pixon Project Gurriculum Examples

www.Minspeak.com

Teachers & Therapists: Intervention Planning
SCS &8 semensc Conpasion sysens \ Home y@ Contact Us

D
Mlnspeak .................................................................................................................................................................

We give you anguage | MI pe ak s Minspeak Use Mlnspeak Minspeak through MI speak

Minspeak Fact Sheet

Intervention Planning
Share Your Story

Ask the Experts

Sign up or register as a

Minspeak Resource

Find more information for Minspeak
Teachers and Therapists




cal Van Tatenhove’s

Pixon Project Examples

The Minspeak website provides a ri
appropriate intervention programs f
contributed by teachers, therapists,
Minspeak systems.

Intervention Plans
S/ "

Teaching Materials

Teaching Materials Exchange  bxchange

Pixon Project
Resources




Gal Van Tatenhove’s
Pixon Project Examples

Teaching Materials Exchange

The Teaching Materials Exchange is a place to find pre-made teaching materials. All materials are engineered
with the use of Unity° icon sequences for Unity45 Sequenced, Unity60 Sequenced, Unity84 Sequenced, and
Unity144 Sequenced. Most of the materials are also engineered with Pixons.

Curriculum

Asking Curriculum

{ Questions L Supports J SuppOftS

| coreverks

e




Gal Van Tatenhove’s

Pixon Project

—xamples

Curriculum Supports

« Science

o The Scientific Process

o Our Planets

o Our Five Senses

o States of Matter

o The Water Cycle

o How Do We Measure Weather?
o Energy Verbs

o Organs and Organ Systems

o The Story of Digestion

« Social Studies

o Talking About History
o Civics 101

o How to Read a Map
o How to Use a Globe

o My Money Plan

« Language Arts

o Story Grammar Marker
o Contraction Action

o Homophones

Science
Social Studies
Language Arts

Math
Music
Art




» &
Math — Counting and Cardinality

Counting and Cardinality Standards

* Know number names and the counting sequence
— Ordinal and Cardinal names
* Count to tell the number of objects
— Number, Numeral, Symbol
— Count, Odd, Even
— Forward, Backwards
— Quantity = how much
— Line
— Order
* Compare numbers
— Compare
— Big, Small, More, Less
— Before, After, Between
— Equal, Opposite
— Same, Different




ELA — Story Elements

element of a story.

. Character = Who it is about?

. Setting = Where or when did it happen?

. Kick Off = What happened?

. Feelings = How does he/she/they feel?

. Plan = What does he/she/they want to do?

. Actions/Attempts = What does he/she/they do?
. Consequence = How does it turn out?

Q * Each symbol or icon on a SGM® represents an

. Resolution = How does he/she/they feel now?



Social Studies - Map Terms
Map Skills Vocabulary

* map - a flat drawing of a place

* direction — what way to go

* key - tells what pictures on
the map mean

* hemisphere - one of the four
parts of the Earth

* scale —the way the size of a
map is to the size of the thing

Gulf of Mexico

* north —a direction going to 4}
the top =8
* south —adirection going to P -
the bottom

» east—adirection going right
west — a direction going left




Science - Energy Verbs

Pixons

* has & « drop !

is -  pull %%
 store &2 « let &
* make J#= > go 8=
» change ¢ e ride &
* move Ws e stop @
* happen % o start f%
o work ks * put &3
* hold 4& « push @



Science — Water Gycle

Water Cycle: Lesson-Specific Words

Manual Communication Board with Pixons®, PCS®
pictures, and printed words

N
W e

/
\

y i
@} evaporation

air

transpiration

condensation

precipitation

collection




Science — Water Gycle

Descriptive Discussion

* What happens during condensation?
— water vapor cools off
— makes clouds

* What happens during precipitation?
— clouds get heavy with water
— it rains, snows, sleets, or hails

* What happens during collection?
— water runs together
— goes into river, lake, ocean

* What happens during evaporation?
— sun warms up water
— water goes into the air
— water turns into water vapor
* What happens during transpiration?
— water leaves plants



Science - Solid, Liquid, Gas

Descriptive Discussion

* What do you know about a solid?
— Has its own size
— Stays its own shape

* What do you know about a liquid?
— Takes the shape of what it is in
— Might not fill it up

* What do you know about a gas?

— Takes the shape of what it isin

— Fills it all up



Science — Planets
Planet Actions with Pixons®

revolve = go around another thing

B> O gy B

orbit = the way one thing goes around another

&% Ll & = O

rotate = turn around

7N
i
O 0O




Science — Planet Adjectives

. near « high ™5
. big . light mm

. small % . different
. hot &l . far 7
. bright ® . cold £}

. wet @ o slow el

. most #17 «er est ly
tor Fel e




Ask Your General Educator

| What is the fopic?
2 What are the important concepts, knowledge

and/or skills you want all students fo learn related
fo this topic?
| Can you put that in pain iBnguage (tier |f°

3 What is the key vocabulary related o this topic?

From ‘Making the Curriculum Descriptive Form” resource handout




Then Collaborate to=-+

4 |dentify core vocabulary that represents the
important concepts, knowledge and/or skills
related fo this fopic

5 ldentity core vocabulary that represents the key
vocabulary relafed fo this topic

6 If necessary, identify which of the above
information related fo this fopic will be prioritized
for your learner

From ‘Making the Curriculum Descriptive Form” resource handout




fargets?
6 —

Plants Example

learning (

[ 5 STEPS Lasson Pian
Targets
Topic.t Plants — How do plants live? > U 5-
Gurriculum Terms / Coe/Ter| h in core
ater “People | Describe | Actions vocab
nuirients - pedole |+ hot « drink
« not . eat
* big * need
. ﬂ@l .

. .
orHiving things grows —

* Do living things grow?
hy do they grow?




T ake-Away

» fringe words / Tiers |, 2, and 3 words can franslafe
info more basic Tier | and Core words

* ‘franslation” possible for reading, writing, speaking
and listening

* same for informal and formal contexis

* ‘real time” (eg modeling) WILL fake time and
practice — but you CAN do if!



Resource Handouts

Master Resources Document
Core 20l Resources 0216

Sample Blank Form
Model Shared Reading Gore Blank 0l6l6
Example Resource Document:
Model Shared Reading Core TCWPH2 0II8I6
Example Resource Document
Making the Gurriculum Descriptive Form




Possible Next Steps

* Link to one of the example forms
* Link fo one of the referenced websites or arficles

» Pracfice using descripfive language by “franslafing”
one Tier 2 word, from one activity info a core
word

» Download Making Curriculum Descriptive Form and
fry fo use it with others for one curricuum fopic

* Share this webinar link
* Share resources list




Questions?
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