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Today's W
ebinar

✴
Introduce the 4th set of Core Four      
(high-frequency words) 

✴
Explore the expectant pause as an 
instructional or m

odelling strategy 

✴
Storybooks and other fun “com

m
unication 

tem
ptations” to create an opportunity to 

use our Core Four

Today’s w
ebinar in the  

5 STEPS
Targets
Teaching

Core w
ord vocabulary 

instruction  
and the expectant pause

Tools
AAC w

ith robust core w
ord or 

pragm
atically organized 
vocabulary

Testing
Team

4

Core W
ords

✴A sm
all set of words used frequently in 

m
any different contexts 

✴Easily com
bined and re-com

bined with 
m

any other words 

✴A term
 used to describe a way to 

organize AAC vocabulary: core vs. fringe

Set 4: Core Four
Find these in your system

✴W
here

✴Up
✴O

n
✴In
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Targets: core w
ords

✴
Strengthen concept knowledge of specific core 
words by associating these words with 
m

eaningful activities across the day 

✴
Learn how to autom

atically access those core 
words for expressive purposes 

✴
Increase the frequency of how often we, and 
our student, uses, com

bines, and re-com
bines 

these words in different contexts across the day

Set 4: Core Four
✴W

here
✴Up
✴O

n
✴In

The power of the  
4th Core Four:
ACTIO

N words

1st w
ord: W

here
✴ High-frequency, high-value, highly social to talk 
about places 

✴ Supports choice-m
aking: 

 W
HERE should we go? 

✴ Prom
pts inform

ation sharing:  
 W

HERE are we going? W
HERE is M

om
? 

✴ Prom
pts active engagem

ent:   
 W

HERE should I put this?

How
 can w

e use W
HERE?

✴
W

HERE is your coat? 
✴

W
HERE is the cafeteria?

✴
W

HERE should we go?
✴

W
HERE should I start reading?

✴
W

HERE do I write m
y nam

e?
✴

W
HERE is Daddy?

✴
W

HERE should we glue this?

M
odel your response

✴
Here, there

✴
Not here, not there

✴
Categories: places

Conversation,  
NO

T interrogation



M
odel W

HERE, 
then w

ait

M
odelling W

HERE
✴

Conversation, not interrogation
✴

Expectant pause: count to 5! or 25!
✴

Invite the student to respond
✴

Accept all m
ulti-m

odal responses
✴

Reflect the response with AAC

Exam
ple: craft activity

✴
Adult: “W

HERE would you LIKE to put the 
snowm

an’s hat?”
✴

Student: looks briefly towards you
✴

Adult: pause
✴

Adult: “M
aybe here, or m

aybe here…
”

✴
Adult: pause

✴
Student: touches page

✴
Adult: “Ah, that’s W

HERE!”

Exam
ple: a destination

✴
Adult: “W

HERE should we go for dinner?”
✴

Student: signs “eat”
✴

Adult: “Yes, we’re going to eat! W
HERE 

should we go?”
✴

Adult: Navigates to Places category
✴

Adult: “Hm
m

, I’d like to go to Burger King.”
✴

Student: selects M
cDonald’s

Exam
ple: a person

✴
Student: selects “Daddy” on AAC

✴
Adult: “You said Daddy. I wonder if you 
W

ANT to know W
HERE Daddy is?”

✴
Student: laughs and repeats “Daddy”

✴
Adult: “I know W

HERE Daddy is. 
Daddy is at, Places category, 
SCHO

O
L.”

2nd, 3rd, and 4th w
ords:  

UP, O
N, IN

✴ High-frequency 

✴ Action-based and social 

✴ Incorporate with fun, natural, m
otivating                   

activities



UP, O
N, IN

✴
Bathtim

e: add to I, YO
U, M

O
RE

✴
Crafts: glueing, pasting, cutting

✴
Play-dough

✴
Play with books and reading

✴
M

eals
✴

G
oing places

✴
Turning lights O

N, NO
T O

N

M
odel, 

then w
ait

Invitation, not dem
ands

M
odelling opposites  

vs 
 m

odeling NO
T

Negate w
ith NO

T:
NO

T UP, NO
T IN, NO

T O
N
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Student-directed activities
✴

Break out of activities that direct the student 
what to do 

✴
Create opportunities for student to direct 
adults and others



Four Core and PO
DD

Q
uestions:  
W

here? 
W

here is…
.?
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up 
on 
in
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Reading Fun W
ith Core 4 Set

D
r. Caroline Ram

sey M
usselw

hite

W
here?

Up!
In!

O
n
!

Read Books That  
H

ighlight These W
ords

•Search for the words in Tar H
eel 

Reader 
•Rem

em
ber – First just REA

D
 the book 

with your child (not using the A
A

C 
system

!) 
•Then talk about the book using the 

A
A

C system
, and highlighting the key 

words

W
here is Santa? 

Caroline M
usselw

hite

W
here is Santa?

H
e is up!



W
here is Santa?

H
e is on his cycle.  You go!

W
here is Santa?

H
e is in the field.

W
here is Santa?

H
elp!  H

e is stuck in the chim
ney!



Sam
ple Book – Close but N

ot Q
uite

• You’re looking for a book 

• It’s close . . .  
  • But not quite right 
 

- N
eed a different topic 

  - Focus on your key words

W
here is Spiderm

an? 
J.K. Reading

Spiderm
an up, look up!

Spiderm
an dow

n, look dow
n!

D
ow

nload It and Change It!!!

• Change the words to m
atch what 

   YO
U

R student needs

Change this page for: 
W

here, up, in, on set

D
ow

nload It and Change It!!!

Change this page for: 
W

here, up, in, on set



W
rite Your O

w
n Book

• W
hat does your child LO

VE? 

• Take pics! 
  • M

ake a book!!

W
here Is Speedy? 

Caroline M
usselw

hite

W
here is Speedy?

H
e is on the vine.  Chill out!

W
here is Speedy?

H
e is in the ham

m
ock.  Cool!



W
here is Speedy?

H
e is on the view

er.  W
hat do you see?

W
here is Speedy?

H
e is w

ay up!

H
e is up up up!  G

et dow
n Speedy!

Upcom
ing w

ebinars

✴
G

etting Started with a  
Core W

ord vocabulary Proloquo2G
o 

✴
G

etting Started with PO
DD

 

✴
G

etting Started with the Series 

✴
 Q

uestions and feedback from
 all of YO

U



Possible Next Steps
✴

Select an activity to engineer an 
opportunity to use the Core Four 

✴
Select a book to read for FUN! 

✴
Share your experiences in the Facebook 
group!

Q
uestions?

The ASF C
om

m
unication Training Series 

is m
ade available by 

the Angelm
an Syndrom

e Foundation 
and a generous grant from

 
The Foster Fam

ily C
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 a fam
ily foundation established in C
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C
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Tha
nk Yo

u!


